CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

were intended merely to extort an acknow-
ledgment of Muhammedan supremacy, not
to abolish freedom of religious observance.
It would be incorrect for the most part to
regard the warrior bands which started
from Arabia as inspired by religious enthus-
iasm or to attribute to them the fanaticism
which was first aroused by the crusades and
in an even greater degree by the later
Turkish wars. The Muhammedan fanatics
of the wars of conquest, whose reputation
was famous among later generations, felt
but a very scanty interest in religion and
occasionally displayed an ignorance of its
fundamental tenets which we can hardly
exaggerate. The fact is fully consistent
with the impulses to which the Arab
migrations were due. These impulses were
economic and the new religion was nothing
more than a party cry of xinifying power,
though there is no reason to suppose that it
was not a real moral force in the life of Mu-
hammed and his immediate contemporaries,
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